CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART            n7
Now the two kings did side by side
Along their way together ride.                                              2,350
King Richard came into his tents
And thought him with great diligence
Of what might be the surest way
To capture Acre, with least delay.
THE   CRUSADERS   REJOICE
The joy was great and clear the night:
No son of mother ever might
See or recount such welcoming
As the host gave unto the king.
For bells they rang and trumpets blew,
Horns, pipes, and other music too j                                       2,360
Ye had seen folk of every sort
In fulsome joyousness disport
Themselves, with music and with song,
And cup-bearers bear wine along
In fair cups through the streets to all
The people, whether great or small.
The king, by taking Cyprus, had
Made all the army to be glad,
For therefrom would they food derive
To keep the mighty host alive.                                             2,370
All filled with hope they were and gay,
It was the eve of Saturday,
Wherever you might go or be,
I think that you would never see
Such lights or torches as there beamed.
So that unto the Turks it seemed
As if the valley, all entire,
Were kindled in a blazing fire.
And, learning that our merrying
Was for the coming of the king,                                              z>z$o
They filled the vale with great dispky
Of fighting force when came the day:
These pagan folk, foul and malign,